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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's e«ec.ion without traverse of Group I (Cairns 1-50) in Paper No. 8 is 

acknowledged. 

Claim Objections 

2 Claims 18-30 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form 
oecause a multiple dependent claim 17. See MPEP §608.01 (n). Accordingly, the 
claims have not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3 The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

4 Cairns 1, 5, 7, 32, 36, 37, 40, 41, 42, 45, 46, 47 and 49 are rejected under 35 
tj.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indef,ni.e for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

5 Regarding claim 1, it is not dear i, the -device- claimed in o, line 6 is the same 

encapsulates "the device". 

6 . Claim 5 recites «. limitation t» substrate material" in lines 1-2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

7. Claim 7 recites the limitation "the substrate material" in lines 1-2. There ,s 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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8 . Claim 32 red.es tt. limitation nhe laminates" in line 1. There is insuffiden, 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the daim 

9 Regarding daims 33, the term "mechanical integrity is no, deariy defined in the 

claim renders daim 33 indefinite. A,so. the term "sufficient" in daim 33 is a relative term 

^ich renders the daim indefinite. The term "sufficient" is no, defined by the daim, ,he 

specifics does no, provide a standard for ascertaining ,he requisite degree, and one 

o, ordinary sKill in the ar, would no. be reasonably appraised of the scope o, me 

invention. Wso, i, is no, dear what applicant means by "during ,he process". 

10 Regarding daim 36, ,he ,erm "good" is a re,a,ive ,erm which rende* ,he cla,m 

indef,ni,e. The ,erm "good" is no, defined by ,he claim, ,he spedfica,ion does no, 

pr0 vide a standard for ascertaining ,he require degree, and one of ordinary skill ,n ,he 

art would no, be reasonably appraised o, ,he scope of the invention. 

1t Regarding daim 37, the terminology "a ,empera,ure which damage ,he dev,ce" 

which is no, clearly defined in ,he daim renders claim 37 indefinite. 

12 . Regarding daim 40, it is no, dear ,he how aiuminum may comprises Cher 

materials such as silicon monoxide , silicon oxide, etc. 

13 Regarding Cairn 41, the term "good" is a re,a,ive ,erm w*ich renders ,he da,m 
indefinite. Tne ,erm "good" is no, defined by ,he Cairn, ,he specificafion does no, 
provide a stendard for ascertaining ,he requisite degree, and one of ordinary sKil, in ,he 
art would not be reasonably appraised of the scope of the invention. 
14. Regarding daim 42, the terminology "a temperature which damage the device" ,s 
no, dearly defined in Ihe claim renders claim 37 indefinite. 
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15 . Claim 45 recites the Nation "the laminates" in ,ine 1. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim 

16 Regarding claims 46, the term mechanically integrity is not cleahy def,ned in the 

which renders the claim indefinite. The term "sufficient" is no, defined by the claim, the 
specimen <*es no. provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one 
o, ordinary s« in the art wou,d no, be reasonably appraised - the scope of the 

invention. 

17 Regarding claim 47, the ,erm "good" is a relative term *ch renders the cla,m 
indefinite. The term "good" is not defined by the claim, the spec.ca.ion does no, 

provid e a s,andard for ascertaining ,he recite degree, and one o, ordinary sK he 

art would not be reasonably appraised of the scop* of the invention 

18 Regarding claim 49, the term "good" is a relative term which renders the d a,m 
indefinite The term "good" is no, defined by the Cairn, the specification does no, 
pr0V ide a s,andard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary s« in the 
art would not be reasonably appraised of the scope of the invention. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 OSC § 102 
19 The following is a quotation o, the appropriate paragraphs o, 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

( e )toi n,.*nwas described inapate^^ 
me before the invention thereof by the appl.cant for patent. 
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20 The chafes made .0 35 U.8.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 

Protection Ac, of 1999 (AIPA) do no. apply to the examination of this application as the 
application being examined was no. (1, filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) 
voluntarily published under 35 O.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-A,PA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

21. Claims 1-17 and 31-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Affinito (US 6,268,695) 

22. Regarding claim 1 (as understood), Affinito (e.g. fig. 2) shows a device 

comprising: 

> A substrate (e.g. the layers 136 and 134 which are located in the region 110); 

> An active component 16 formed on a top surface of the substrate; 

> And a first laminate (e.g. the layer 140 wMch is located in the region 120) 
over the top surface of the substrate, encapsulating the device (the substrate 
and the active component). 

23. Regarding claim 2, Affinito shows that the device comprises an OLED device 

(abstract). 

24. Regarding daim 3, Affinito shows that the substrate supports the active 

component. 

25 Regarding daims 4 and 5 (as understood), Affinito shows that the substrate 
comprises a polymer layer 136. This layer can be made of polyethylene ***** 
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■PET (col. 3/lls. 51-53). Moreover, Affinito discloses that PET is a flexible material 
(col. 47^9). 

26. Regarding claims 6, 7 (as understood), 8 and 9, Affinito shows that the substrate 
comprises a polymer layer 136. This layer can be made of polyethylene terephtha.ate 
"PET" (col. 3/lls. 51 -53). Moreover, Affinito discloses that PET is a flexible material 
(col. 47-49). Although Affinito does not explicitly discloses that PET is a transparent 
material, this is an inherent property of the polyethylene terephtha.ate (see US 
5,022,554, col. 2/l.s. 52-56 and US 5,781,169, col. 3/ lis. 26-30). Therefore, Affinito 
discloses a substrate which comprises a transparent and flexible material. 

27. Regarding claim 10, Affinito shows that the substrate support the active 
component. 

28. Regarding claims 11 and 12, Affinito shows that the substrate comprises a 
polymer layer 136 that can be made from polyethylene terephthalate -PET (col. 3Als. 
51 -53). Moreover, Affinito discloses that PET is a flexible material (col. 47-19). 

29. Regarding claims 13, 14, 15 and 16, Affinito shows that the substrate comprises 
a polymer layer 136 that can be made of polyethylene terephthalate "PET (col. 3/lls. 
51-53). Moreover, Affinito discloses that PET is a flexible material (col. 47-49). 
Although Affinito does not explicitly disclose that PET is a transparent material, this is 
an inherent property of the polyethylene terephthalate (see US 5,022,554, col. 2/lls. 52- 
56 and US 5,781,169, col. 3/ lis. 26-30). Therefore, Affinito discloses a substrate that 
comprises a transparent and flexible material. 
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30. Regarding daim 17, Affinito shows a second laminated 140 on the bottom 
surface of the substrate. The second laminated 140 comprise a polymer layer 142 that 
can be made of polyethylene terephthalate "PET" (cot 3/lls. 51-53). Moreover, Affinito 
discloses that PET is a flexible material (col. 47-49). Although Affinito does not explicitly 
disclose that PET is a transparent material, this is an inherent property of the 

polyethylene terephthalate (see US 5,022,554, col. 2/l„ 52-56 and US 5,781,169, col. 

3/ lis. 26-30). Therefore, Affinito discloses a second laminated substrate that comprises 

a transparent and flexible material. 

31 . Regarding claim 31 , Affinito shows a secorrf laminated (132, 144, 142) on the 
bottom surface of the substrate. 

32. Regarding daim 32 (as understood), Affinito shows that the first and second 
laminate comprises a laminated substrate and a sealant on a surface of the laminated 
substrate and in contact the device. In the instant case, the layers 132 and 144 of the 
region 120 are recognized as the laminated substrate of the firs, laminate whereas the 
,ayer 142 of the region 120 is recognized as the sea,an. of the first laminated. The 
,ayers 142 and 144 of the region 110 are recognized as the laminated substrate of the 
second laminate wliereas the layer 1 32 of the region 1 10 is recognized as me sealant of 
the second laminate. 

33. Regarding daims 33 (as understood), 34 and 35, Affinito discloses that the 
laminated substrate (e.g. 132 o, the region 120 and 142 of the region 110) may 
comprise a plastic material such as polyethylene terephthalate -PET (col. 3flls. 51-53). 
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34. Regarding daims 36 (as understood), MM disdoses that the sealant may 
comprise a plastic material such as polyethylene terephthalate "PET' (cd. 3/1ls. 51-53). 
Moreover, PET as other plastics materials, inherently has an activation temperature. By 
definition the activation temperature causes the material to flow. As shown in figure 2, 
the sealant layers seal the laminate and the device. 

35. Regarding daim 37 (as understood), Affinito shows that the sealant may 
comprises PET. Moreover, PET as other plastics materials, iriherently has an activation 
temperature 

36. Regarding daims 38, 39 and 40 (as understood), Affinito discloses that the 
laminate comprises a barrier layer 144 made from a dieledric material such as silicon 
oxide (col. 3/lls. 5445). Although Affinito does not explidtly disdose that that barrier 
,ayer inhibits the diffusion of air or moisture this is an inherent property of the silicon 
oxide layer 144. 

37. Regarding olaim 41 (as understood), Affinito discloses that the sealant may 
comprise a plastic materia, such as polyethylene terephthalate -PET (col. 3/lls. 51-53). 
Moreover, PET as other plasfcs materials, inherently has an activation temperature. By 
definition the action temperature causes the material to flow. As show* in figure 2, 
the sealant layers seal the laminate and the device. 

38. Regarding olaim 42 (as understood), Affinito shows that the sealant may 
comprises PET. Moreover, PET as other plastics materials, inherently has an activation 
temperature 
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39. Regarding claim 43 and 44, Affinito discloses that the laminate comprises a 
barrier layer 144 made from a dielectric material such as silicon oxide (col. 3/lls. 54-65). 
Although Affinito does not explicitly recite that that barrier layer inhibits the diffusion of 
air or moisture this is an inherent property of the silicon oxide layer 144. 

40. Regarding claim 45 (as understood), Affinito shows that the first laminate 140 
comprises a laminated substrate (132, 144) and a sealant 142 on a surface of the 
laminated substrate and in contact the device. 

41. Regarding claim 46 (as understood), Affinito shows that the first laminate 
substrate can be made from different materials such as PET and silicon oxide (col. 3/lls. 
26-65). Moreover, Affinito discloses that some mechanical characteristics are 
maintained during the process (col. 2/lls. 27-34). 

42. Regarding claim 47 (as understood), Affinito discloses that the sealant may 
comprise a plastic material such as polyethylene terephthalate "PET (col. 3/lls. 51-53). 
Moreover, PET as other plastics materials, inherently has an activation temperature. By 
definition the activation temperature causes the material to flow. 

43. Regarding daim 48, Affinito discloses that the laminate comprises a barrier layer 
144 made from a dielectric material such as silicon oxide (col. 3/lls. 54*5). Although 
Affinito does not explicitly recite that that barrier layer inhibits the diffusion of air or 
moisture this is an inherent property of the silicon oxide layer 144. 

44. Regarding claim 49 (as understood), Affinito shows that the sealant may 
comprises PET. Moreover, PET as other plastics materials, inherently has an activation 
temperature. 
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45. Regarding claim 50, Affinito discloses that the laminate comprises a barrier layer 
144 made from a dielectric material such as silicon oxide (col. 3/lls. 54-65). Although 
Affinito does not explicitly recite that that barrier layer inhibits the diffusion of air or 
moisture this is an inherent property of the silicon oxide layer 144. 

Conclusion 

46. Papers related to this application may be submitted directly to Art Unit 2826 by 
facsimile transmission. Papers should be faxed to Art Unit 2826 via the Art Unit 2826 
Fax Center located in Crystal Plaza 4, room 3C23. The faxing of such papers must 
conform to the notice published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (15 November 
1989). The Art Unit 2826 Fax Center number is (703) 308-7722 or -7724. The Art Unit 
2826 Fax Center is to be used only for papers related to Art Unit 2826 applications. 

47. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leonardo Andujar at (703) 308-0080 and between the 
hours of 9:00 AM to 7:30 PM (Eastern Standard Time) Monday through Thursday or by 
e-mail via Leonardo.Andujar@uspto.gov. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Nathan Flynn, can be reached 
on (703) 308-6601. 

48. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group 2800 Receptionist at (703) 305-3900. 

49. The following list is the Examiner's field of search for the present Office Action: 
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